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Generative item icebreaker activity 
 
Goals:  
• To build community within and across teams 
• To begin the conversation about enduring questions 
 
Instructions: Prior to arrival teams were asked to bring 1 to 2 
items that relate to humanitarianism. Each group will share 
their items and explain how the items concretize certain 
abstract questions. 
 
Please provide the following information for each generative 
item: 
 
1. Item background & context 
What is the item? (who? what? where? how?)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2. Relation to humanitarianism 
In what way is the item related to humanitarianism?  
What central concepts does it evoke? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3. Relation to “big questions” 
Explain how the item concretizes certain abstract questions. 
What “big questions” does the item invoke? 
 
Collaborative Project in Student Learning: 
The Examination of Enduring Questions through Humanitarian Education 
Teagle Project - August 2013 
 Prepared by the CAE  Launch Meeting  August 19 – 21, 2013  Fairfield University  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Collaborative Project in Student Learning: 
The Examination of Enduring Questions through Humanitarian Education 
Teagle Project - August 2013 
 Prepared by the CAE  Launch Meeting  August 19 – 21, 2013  Fairfield University  
Generative item icebreaker activity 
 
Goals:  
• To build community within and across teams 
• To begin the conversation about enduring 
questions 
 
Instructions: Prior to arrival teams were asked to 
bring 1 to 2 items that relate to humanitarianism. 
Each group will share their items and explain 
how the items concretize certain abstract 
questions. 
 
Please provide the following information for each generative item: 
 
4. Item background & context 
What is the item? (who? what? where? how?)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5. Relation to humanitarianism 
In what way is the item related to humanitarianism?  
What central concepts does it evoke? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6. Relation to “big questions” 
Explain how the item concretizes certain abstract questions. 
What “big questions” does the item invoke? 
 
Collaborative Project in Student Learning: 
The Examination of Enduring Questions through Humanitarian Education 
Teagle Project - August 2013 
 Prepared by the CAE  Launch Meeting  August 19 – 21, 2013  Fairfield University  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Collaborative Project in Student Learning: 
The Examination of Enduring Questions through Humanitarian Education 
Teagle Project - August 2013 
 Prepared by the CAE  Launch Meeting  August 19 – 21, 2013  Fairfield University  
Generative item icebreaker activity 
 
Goals:  
• To build community within and across teams 
• To begin the conversation about enduring 
questions 
 
Instructions: Prior to arrival teams were asked to 
bring 1 to 2 items that relate to humanitarianism. 
Each group will share their items and explain 
how the items concretize certain abstract 
questions. 
 
Please provide the following information for each generative item: 
 
7. Item background & context 
What is the item? (who? what? where? how?)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8. Relation to humanitarianism 
In what way is the item related to humanitarianism?  
What central concepts does it evoke? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
9. Relation to “big questions” 
Explain how the item concretizes certain abstract questions. 
What “big questions” does the item invoke? 
 
Collaborative Project in Student Learning: 
The Examination of Enduring Questions through Humanitarian Education 
Teagle Project - August 2013 
 Prepared by the CAE  Launch Meeting  August 19 – 21, 2013  Fairfield University  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Collaborative Project in Student Learning: 
The Examination of Enduring Questions through Humanitarian Education 
Teagle Project - August 2013 
 Prepared by the CAE  Launch Meeting  August 19 – 21, 2013  Fairfield University  
Generative item icebreaker activity 
 
Goals:  
• To build community within and across teams 
• To begin the conversation about enduring questions 
 
Instructions: Prior to arrival teams were asked to bring 1 to 2 items that relate to 
humanitarianism. Each group will share their items and explain how the items 
concretize certain abstract questions. 
 
Please provide the following information for each generative item: 
 
10. Item background & context 
What is the item? (who? what? where? how?)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
11. Relation to humanitarianism 
In what way is the item related to humanitarianism?  
What central concepts does it evoke? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
12. Relation to “big questions” 
Explain how the item concretizes certain abstract questions. 
What “big questions” does the item invoke? 
 
 
 
 
 
Collaborative Project in Student Learning: 
The Examination of Enduring Questions through Humanitarian Education 
Teagle Project - August 2013 
 Prepared by the CAE  Launch Meeting  August 19 – 21, 2013  Fairfield University  
 
 
 
Collaborative Project in Student Learning: 
The Examination of Enduring Questions through Humanitarian Education 
Teagle Project - August 2013 
 Prepared by the CAE  Launch Meeting  August 19 – 21, 2013  Fairfield University  
Generative item icebreaker activity 
 
Goals:  
• To build community within and across 
teams 
• To begin the conversation about enduring 
questions 
 
Instructions: Prior to arrival teams were asked 
to bring 1 to 2 items that relate to 
humanitarianism. Each group will share their 
items and explain how the items concretize certain abstract questions. 
 
Please provide the following information for each generative item: 
 
13. Item background & context 
What is the item? (who? what? where? how?)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
14. Relation to humanitarianism 
In what way is the item related to humanitarianism?  
What central concepts does it evoke? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
15. Relation to “big questions” 
Explain how the item concretizes certain abstract questions. 
What “big questions” does the item invoke? 
 
Collaborative Project in Student Learning: 
The Examination of Enduring Questions through Humanitarian Education 
Teagle Project - August 2013 
 Prepared by the CAE  Launch Meeting  August 19 – 21, 2013  Fairfield University  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Collaborative Project in Student Learning: 
The Examination of Enduring Questions through Humanitarian Education 
Teagle Project - August 2013 
 Prepared by the CAE  Launch Meeting  August 19 – 21, 2013  Fairfield University  
 
